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when Mr. Mill is charged with a want of imagination. In this sense, 
we think the charge is well founded. A larger measure of this gift 
would probably have prevented him from adopting some of his conclu- 
sions on the subject of morals. Upon this subject, like a true English- 
man, he " warns imagination off the ground," and will have nothing to 
do with the class of suggestions furnished by the fine faculty above 
referred to. And yet, on every subject which is a part of the science 
of man, there is especial need of resorting to these delicate sources of 
suggestion by which, as from "the convolutions of a smooth-lipped 
shell," we get from the universe 

" Authentic tidings of invisible things • 
Of ebb and flow, and ever-during power ; 
And central peace, subsisting at the heart 
Of endless agitation." 

We have left ourselves no room to speak of the other essays in these 
volumes. "We can only say that they all repay a careful reading, by 
the interest of the subject, the fair and instructive manner in which 
they are written, and the noble qualities of mind which find expression 
in them. 

9. — The Works of Francis Bacon, Baron of Verulam, Viscount St. 
Albans, and Lord High Chancellor of England. Collected and edited 
by James Spedding, M. A., of Trinity College, Cambridge ; Rob- 
ert Leslie Ellis, M A., late Fellow of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge ; and Douglas Denon Heath, Barrister-at-Law, late Fel- 
low of Trinity College, Cambridge. Volume X. Being Translations 
of the Philosophical Works, Vol. III. Boston : Taggard and Thomp- 
son. 1864 Crown 8vo. pp. 628. 

This volume completes the reprint of Mr. Spedding's edition of Ba- 
con's "Works, begun in 1860, but carried steadily forward, in spite of the 
disturbed condition of business and the enhanced prices induced by the 
war. The mechanical execution of these fifteen volumes is such as 
befits the standard edition of a great English classic. In form and size 
of volume, and in style of typography, the American reprint is much 
superior to its English original. It is in every respect a work which 
deserves the warmest commendation, and its completion is one of the 
most satisfactory literary events of the year. 

This is not only the best edition of Bacon's Works, but it is not likely 
that there will ever be a better. The editors have done their work 
with exemplary fidelity, judgment, and learning, and have at length sat- 
isfactorily fulfilled the great trust committed by Lord Bacon " to the 
next ages." 
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Until the publication of this edition, it was hardly possible to gain a 
correct view of the scope of Bacon's philosophy, and the relations of its 
different parts. The contradictory opinions held by men of intelligence 
concerning his system are proof how little it was really understood. 
Henceforward no difficulty of this sort will exist, save only as it springs 
from the occasional obscurity of Bacon's own thought, or the imperfect 
character of the form he gave to it, or the incomplete condition in which 
he left portions of the work which he had sketched out. Bacon's fame 
will henceforth owe much to Mr. Spedding and his coadjutors. This 
edition of his works is at once the monument of his genius and the most 
honorable tribute to his greatness. 

We learn with pleasure that the publishers of the American reprint 
propose to reprint in corresponding style the " Letters and Life of 
Francis Bacon," by Mr. Spedding, which is an almost indispensable 
supplement to the Works, and of which but two volumes have as yet 
been issued in England. It is when completed to contain, indeed, not 
the least interesting portion of Lord Bacon's writings, comprising all of 
what Mr. Spedding terms his " Occasional Works," — Letters, Speeches, 
Tracts, Memorials of all sorts. These of course furnish the material 
for Bacon's biography, and are more important than all his other writ- 
ings as illustrations of his personal traits, his moral character, and his 
relations to his contemporaries. The same admirable editorial qualities 
that Mr. Spedding has shown in the other portions of the work are 
exhibited in the volumes already published of this last division of it. 
We hope that the reprint will soon afford us the opportunity to speak 
at length of their interest and value. 



10. — 1. Sacred and Legendary Art. By Mrs. Jameson. Containing 
Legends of the Angels and Archangels, the Evangelists, the Apos- 
tles, the Doctors of the Church, St. Mary Magdalene, the Patron 
Saints, the Martyrs, the Early Bishops, the Hermits, and the War- 
rior Saints of Christendom, as represented in the Fine Arts. Boston : 
Ticknor and Fields. 1865. 2 vols. 32mo. pp. xv. and 417, 426. 
[Blue and Gold.] 

2. Legends of the Monastic Orders, as represented in the Fine Arts. 
Forming the Second Series of Sacred and Legendary Art. By Mrs. 
Jameson. Corrected and Enlarged Edition. Boston : Ticknor and 
Fields. 1865. 32mo. pp. xv. and 489. [Blue and Gold.] 

Mrs. Jameson had already acquired an honorable rank as a writer 
when she began the preparation of her works on Christian Art ; yet 



